fields. The topics covered include, among others, ethical issues, the chemical and pharmacological basis of drug central action, neurophysiology, receptors, animal models, drugs used in patients with neurological or psychiatric disorders, assessment of psychotropic drugs and clinical trials, toxicology and drug abuse.
The period covered witnessed an explosion of knowledge in already established areas such as the central actions ofcatecholamines and tryptamines, the identification of their central pathways, the central effects of amino acids and of substances more recently implicated such as peptides, enkephalins and prostaglandins. While many of the accounts deal separately with the basic or the clinical aspects, a significant number combine the two in the same article. With such a plethora of contributions it would be invidious and indeed difficult to single out individual contributions for praise, since overall the quality is very high.
The editors have done their work well, so that despite multiple authorship the text reads easily. There are a large number of figures and tables, adequate references at the conclusion of each contribution and a subject index. If there is a grumble, it is of the small print.
The volume is both large in size and scope so that use as a whole is for those whose span includes both basic and clinical sciences. However, individual sections will appeal to those whose requirements are more restricted and the text can also be recommended to students of 'neuropsychopharmacology', since each contribution has been compressed so as to make readily compassable reading. This book, published as part of the series on clinical neurophysiology edited by Professor Desmedt, reviews the electrophysiological correlations of attention and cognitive processing in man. The book is largely concerned with the relation of perception and attention to cerebral event-related potentials. There are authoritative reviews of slow potential shifts, the contingent negative variation and other ideas about electrophysiological methods for assessing these aspects of performance. Two chapters are concerned with changes in these parameters during development in infancy and childhood, and the final four chapters consider the relevance of these experimental techniques to the investigation of people with individual psychological differences, patients with brain lesions, depression and schizophrenia, and in the assessment of mental retardation. For some reason, Ingvar has once again reviewed his work on regional cerebral blood flow in this volume. Nonetheless, the book contains much that is useful in the field of experimental applications of evoked potential work in man. The 'Year Book' serves two main functions. Firstly, it provides an easy method of being made aware of articles that have been missed, and of being reminded of articles that have been read, but forgotten! Secondly, it provides an excellent source of references presented in a most useful way. The editor's comments are particularly helpful and pertinent, as one would expect from a dermatologist of Dr Dobson's stature. In addition, he has introduced a 'Current Literature Quiz'. This is an excellent way to test one's knowledge and is a good innovation.
As in previous years there is a major review article, which in the 1979 edition is entitled 'Percutaneous Absorption in Children' by Rasmussen; it is an excellent and well balanced review.
The 'Year Book' is a publication of the highest order and Dr Dobson is to be congratulated on keeping the standard so high. All dermatologists will want a copy. ANDREW This book is a creditable attempt to summarize the available useful information about the drug treatment of cancer. However, as the authors admit in their preface, it is extremely difficult in such a rapidly-growing field to achieve this ambition within a single book. Inevitably certain sections, e.g. the chemotherapy of head and neck cancer, are out of date. Regrettably, in discussing the mechanism of action and theoretical aspects of
